
Re: Bat roost status of the tree

DR STUMP LTD <info@drstump.co.uk>
Wed 25/05/2022 11:43

To: Simon Willies <simonwillies30@gmail.com>
Cc: Shaun Torc Ecology <shaun@torcecology.co.uk>;Bernie Chapman <berniechapman@me.com>;David Hotchkin
<d.s.hotchkin@icloud.com>;Graham Allison <whitehartallison@gmail.com>;Ian Monson
<ianmonson@aol.com>;Louise Torc Ecology <louise@torcecology.co.uk>;Susan Hernandez
<hernandezsusan@hotmail.com>

Thank you, Shaun, for clarifying the legality of the situation. 

Simon, I appreciate your pragmatic response to the situation, considering all the difficulties and constraints we
are finding. 

Rory Hobbs, RH Tree Consultants Ltd, has determined that the tree, once reduced to a monolith would in fact
be currently deemed safe but action in the future stated in his report would need to be acted upon in the
required timeframe. 

To reduce the risk further as discussed previously, we will create a natural exclusion zone and hibernaculum
beneath the remaining stem wood of the tree. 
This will offer a superb opportunity as an educatIonal feature  for owl and bat watching for the locals and their
children/ grandchildren.

I am pleased that this compromise has been sought and a positive step forward can be taken to complete the
works legally, safely and responsibly. 
Please see attached guidance from RH Tree Consultants Ltd, on how to move forward with future
management. 

A brief update on the schedule: 
Works are going extremely well considering weather conditions. Difficulties with wind and crane losing were
overcome positively and safely within time frame allocated. 

We aim to complete tomorrow. 

Appreciatively,

Mr Matthew Hewitt 
Director
DR STUMP LIMITED
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Internet communications are not secure and therefore no legal responsibility is accepted for the
contents of this message.
If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender and please do not
read, copy, use or disclose this communication to others.

On 25 May 2022, at 11:57, Simon Willies <simonwillies30@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Shaun,

Thankyou for the detailed response. I’m not an expert but did find some very useful information
on the Bat Conservation Trust website and on reading found that our choices are limited. The
monolith seems to be the pragmatic way forward.

As a Parish Council we do have to consider the safety of our residents, their property, users of the
green and anyone passing through our village. Hopefully the monolith approach gives us that
level of protection for all.

Regards

Simon

On Wed, 25 May 2022 at 11:37, Shaun Torc Ecology <shaun@torcecology.co.uk> wrote: 

Good morning Simon

 

Unfortunately, given the �ming constraints and weather condi�ons it has not been possible to carry out
sufficient survey effort to determine the bat roost status of the tree before works to make safe the tree
where required based on RH Tree Consultants’ report. Currently available industry standard guidance
recommends at least three nocturnal bat surveys (at the appropriate �me of year, and spaced
appropriately apart) of trees with high bat roost poten�al (which the beech tree has) and even with this
level of nocturnal survey effort it is unlikely to give confidence in a nega�ve result (i.e. no bat roost
present) with appropriate addi�onally surveys (i.e. hiberna�on survey, endoscope search and/or working
methods likely required) .

 

Again due to �ming constraints only one reliable nocturnal survey was able to be carried out; a dusk on the
12th May, as the dawn on the morning of works yesterday was sub-op�mal due to poor weather
condi�ons. Thanks to Dr Stump we were able to get up to and search cavi�es for evidence of bat ac�vity
e.g. bat droppings, however two cavi�es proved extensive making an endoscope inspec�on inconclusive.   

 

Our responsibility is to you the client and the contractors that we advise, and in this regard we have sought
an appropriate route  to navigate the legal implica�ons of poten�ally disturbing bats and their roosts (and
nes�ng birds) based on the iden�fied need to make the beech tree safe with regards public health and
safety (as documented within the Bat and Nes�ng Bird Method Statement). As RH Tree Consultants report
recommends that the tree be reduced to a monolith to make it safe, given the uncertainty with regards the
presence of bat roosts it would be reckless to damage or remove the exis�ng cavi�es and the exis�ng Bat
and Nes�ng Bird Method Statement could therefore not be relied upon to provide any jus�fica�on for



mi�ga�ng circumstances should a bat be harmed, injured or killed, and/or a bat roost(s) be damaged or
destroyed.

 

So in conclusion, the beech tree belongs to the Parish Council and it is of course up to you whether the
tree remains as a monolith or is felled. However, my advice would be to retain the tree as a monolith given
that the bat roost status of the tree has not been determined.  Should the tree be felled without the bat
roost status of the tree being appropriately assessed then there is a risk that an offence with regards bats
and their roosts would be commi�ed, and all involved in the decision to fell the tree and those undertaking
the felling work could therefore be open to prosecu�on.  

 

I hope the above helps to clarify the situa�on, however please feel free to contact me should you required
any further clarifica�on etc.

 

Kind regards

 

Shaun

 

Shaun Baker MCIEEM
Director

 

Please note my normal working days are Monday to Thursday. 
  
Torc Ecology Ltd                          
Tel:   01485 524950 
Mob: 07515 562400 
E:  shaun@torcecology.co.uk 
W: www.torcecology.co.uk 
 

Registered in England and Wales at Torc Ecology Ltd. The Office, 14 Park Hill, Dersingham, King’s Lynn,
Norfolk, PE31 6NE. Company registration number 6471219
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Please consider the environment and don't print this email unless you really need to.

 

This message contains confidential information intended only for the exclusive use of the addressee named
above. No confidentiality is waived or lost by any mistaken transmission to you. If you have received this
message in error please delete the document and notify us immediately. Any opinion, text, documentation
or attachment received is valid as at the date of issue only. The recipient is responsible for reviewing the
status of the transferred information and should advise us immediately upon receipt of any discrepancy.

 



From: DR STUMP LTD [mailto:info@drstump.co.uk]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 8:22 AM 
To: Simon Willies; Shaun Torc Ecology; Louise Torc Ecology 
Cc: Bernie Chapman; David Hotchkin; Graham Allison; Ian Monson; Susan Hernandez 
Subject: Re: RAMS

 

 

Appreciatively,

 
Mr Matthew Hewitt 
Director

DR STUMP LIMITED
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Internet communications are not secure and therefore no legal responsibility is
accepted for the contents of this message.

If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender and
please do not read, copy, use or disclose this communication to
others.
 
 

On 24 May 2022, at 15:47, Simon Willies <simonwillies30@gmail.com> wrote:

 

In that case the tree is felled to the ground.

 

Regards



 

Simon Willies

Oxborough PC

 

On Tue, 24 May 2022 at 15:27, DR STUMP LTD <info@drstump.co.uk> wrote:

I have forwarded this on to Shaun and copied him in to the email. 

How far we remove the tree is governed by the timing constraints and the
inability to carry out appropriate surveys to determine the bat roost status of the
tree. Due to the short window we are unable to undertake further surveys.

 

Shaun will elaborate on these details in an email tomorrow.

 

 
 

Appreciatively,

 
Mr Matthew Hewitt 
Director

DR STUMP LIMITED
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On 24 May 2022, at 15:02, Simon Willies <simonwillies30@gmail.com> wrote:

 

Hi Matt,

 

I would suggest you find equipment to check the cavity out properly.
If this is not possible the tree should be felled to the ground as there
is no sign of bat activity. 

 

At the very least you should have consulted the Parish Clerk before
making the decision to leave the tree as a monolith. You cannot make
this decision in isolation of the Parish Council. 

 

Regards

 

Simon Willies

Oxborough Parish Council Chairman

 

On Tue, 24 May 2022 at 14:31, DR STUMP LTD
<info@drstump.co.uk> wrote:

Hi Susan. 

We’ve had to cease lifts for the time being due to adverse weather
conditions. 

We should resume within the hour if the situation improves.

Upper canopy is free of cavities and bats, lower canopy will be
retained on the recommendation of the Ecologist due to the fact
that whilst no bats have been found, the cavities are so deep that a
full inspection is not possible, therefore retention of the tree to a
monolith as recommended by Rory Hobbs, RH Tree Consultants
Ltd and Shaun baker from Torc ecology. 

 

Appreciatively,

 
Mr Matthew Hewitt 
Director

DR STUMP LIMITED
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On 24 May 2022, at 13:59, Susan Hernandez
<hernandezsusan@hotmail.com> wrote:

  Hello Matt

Seeing how well the tree felling is going, are there any
updates please?

Thank you 

Susan

Sent from my iPhone

 
 

On 23 May 2022, at 16:47, DR STUMP LTD
<info@drstump.co.uk> wrote:

  That’s perfect! Thank you, Susan.

See you tomorrow.

Appreciatively,



 
Mr Matthew Hewitt 
Director

DR STUMP LIMITED

 
 

Lowering our carbon footprint through
safe, advanced equipment and quality
fuels. 

Please do not print this email unless
absolutely necessary.  
 
10 BUXTON ROAD,
FRETTENHAM, NORWICH, NR12 7NG,
ENGLAND.  
 
01603 358778. 
07715 200078 
 
Company number 10464001 
 
WWW.DRSTUMP.CO.UK

 

Internet communications are not secure

and therefore no legal responsibility
is accepted for the contents
of this message.
If you are not the intended recipient of this

message, please notify the sender
and please do not read, copy,
use or disclose
this communication to
others.
 
 

On 23 May 2022, at 16:35, Susan
Hernandez
<hernandezsusan@hotmail.com> wrote:

 

Hello Matt

Thank you.

 



I can come along to open the
Village Hall - but unlikely to
be when you arrive - maybe by
8am (and then the hall will
remain open throughout the
day).

See you tomorrow!

 

Kind regards

Susan

From: Info Stump
<info@drstump.co.uk> 
Sent: 23 May 2022 13:45 
To: Susan Hernandez
<hernandezsusan@hotmail.com> 
Subject: RAMS

 

Good afternoon, Susan. 

 

Weather isn’t looking great
but should be ok. 

 

Please find attached all the
completed RAMS and
documents. 

 

We are awaiting the crane
RAMS that should be with us
in the morning. 

 

I will be onsite from approx
6am. 

 

Please can we have access to
the toilet facilities in the hall?

 

 

Appreciatively, 
Mr Matthew Hewitt 
 



Director 
DR STUMP LIMITED.
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